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no arm to save. Therefore mine own 
arm brought salvation. Brethren, follow- 
ers of the Lord, "the poor ye have al- 
ways with you." Don't forget them. 
Jesús "had not where to lay His head." 
Then he shall say, "in as nnith as ye cl i d 
it unto one of the least of these, ye did it 
unto me." Matt. 25 : 31-45- 


EvoLtmoN nr the ohuech. 

C. r. VODEK. 

It is not the purpose of the writer to 
trace the origin of the church through 
simian ancestry, but simply to notice in 
it the working of that ruost wonderful and 
inspiring of all laws, — the law of progress. 
That law which scatters darkness, and 
stirs stagnation, and brings forth purity 
and life. It is written in the heavens by 
the growth of stellar worlds. It is writ- 
ten in the flowers and the tiniest forras of 
life. 

Let me explain morè clearly. The 
protozoon is the lowest form of life, and 
in its singte celi all the functionsof growth 
and reproduction arc carried on. 

The highest forms of life on the other 
hand are ag grega tes of mi 11 ions of celis 
all working together in tissues, and the 
different processes are carried on by 
special òrgans set apart for definite work. 
Inenetlínf^tanplexity in the relatiuns of 
life has brought about increasing com- 
plexity of organism. 

The same is true in society. The sav- 
age lives a selfish life. He hunts his 
food, and builds his hut, and makes his 
tools and clothing all himself. He is the 
one-celled animal in society. In civil- 
ized life each individual co-operates with 
every other. One man plows the soil, 
another makes the plow, n iltifd supplies 
his clothing, and a fotvrth builds his 
house. These classes of specialists have 
been brought about by necessity. "Sup- 
ply follows demand." 

Turn now to the church. Chríst and 
his disciples went about preaching the 
kingdom. The seventy went out two by 
two. The first officers of the church 
were set apart because of necessity. Acts 
6:2, 3. The manner of spreading the 
Gospel and lookíng after the churches es- 
tablished was also determined largely by 
circumstances. 

Since steam and electricity have anni- 
hilated space, and printing and other 
great modern inventions have unified the 
world and made us all, mpre or less cos- 
mopolitan, the church in its growth has 
also increased the complexity of its ma- 
chinery. "New wine must be put in new 
bottles," new principies in new organiza- 
ations. The bottles grow old, but the 
wine grows better. The fundametal doc 


trines of Christ change only by growing 
morè prec i ous, but the methods of apply- 
ing these to the needs of the world must 
vary with the people and the times. 

This process of differentiation has been 
going on until now we have many depart- 
ments of church work, and many auxilia- 
ry societies. We have special revival 
seasons and special prayer services, 
We have religious literature. We 
have Sunday-schools, Sister's Societies 
and Young People's Societies, òrgan iza- 
tions of men, and Missionary Societies. 
We have local church officers and com 
mittees. We have conferences and con- 
ventions, district and naüonal, with their 
temporal and standing committees. We 
haveundenoininational organizations such 
as the Y. M. C. A., W. C. T. U., student 
volunleer movement, etc. All these have 
been made possible, even necessary by 
the growth of civilization. Specialúation 
and co-operalion is the tendeney of the 
times. The church has been slow to re- 
ali/e the valueof perfect organization and 
so cannot control its forces like other 
niovements in the world, business, polít- 
ica! or diabòlica!, but it is awaking and 
now, if anything is going to an extreme. 
Our great evangelists like Chapman and 
Mills and Moody owe their success large- 
ly to a thorough organization of their 
workers. 

The M. E. church is discussing the 
adoption of a constitution, Some relig- 
ious journals are discussing the orgànic 
union of all denominations. Organiza- 
tion must not be so close as to prevent 
flexibilíty. The Salvation Army reaches 
the masses, because ít can adapt itself to 
their varying conditions. Our aristocràtic 
churches fail because of their formal ism. 
We who run in the liberty of the (iospel 
alone, want to guard against fettering our- 
selves with creeds or traditions or any at- 
tempt to compel uniformity in anything 
but essenttal doctrines. 

The aceumulation of knowledge, and 
the recent discovery of ancient manu- 
scripts, render a better interpretation of 
scripture possible now than at any time 
hitherto. The revised version of the 
scriptures is therefore of morè authority 
than the version of 1611. May this gen- 
eration of the Brethren church not at- 
tempt to force its interpretation upon the 
next by any sort of creed, because the 
next will be able to get nearer the truth 
than we. It is for us to perfect our or- 
ganization and hold up Christ's teachings 
and ordinances as they were instituted, 
and then like oi l ocean, which is ever 
pressing into every nook and inlet, we 
want to press tj^ongh every opening to 
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Since development is the answer to a 
demand, if we cau detect the needs of the 
day, we may know along what Unes 
further "evolution" must come. Here I 
aní getting into too«deep wàter, but may 
I be presumptuous enough to suggest a 
few prohlems which it seems to me, arc 
pressing upon the church for solution. 

1. How morè èffectually reach the 
masses. 

2. How extend and mantain allegiance 
to the doctrines and ordinances as they 
were instituted. 

3. A proper degree of co operation 
amung all Christians. 

4. How mass the Christian forces 
against the evils of the day. 

5. How secure the consecration of the 
wealth of the church. 

6. How complete the evangelization 
of the world in this generation. 

7. How raise the Standard of Chris- 
tian líving to Christ-like living. 

Thedíscussion of these problems would 
require a separate article for each one. 
We may not be ready for a part of these 
ídeas. 

It is gratifying to see how well we are 
getting organized as a church, going slow- 
ly enough to lay the foundations well and 
betng cqntentious enough to prevent the 
adoption of any pet hobby or radical 
policy. 

But whíle we are engaged in the prob- 
lems peculiar to the Brethren church, we 
ought not forget our relation to the rest 
of the Christian world. 

That commiltee on "expedieney" has 
a most important work. Ought we not 
adopt a sys'tem including church work di- 
rect and all the auxiliary societies so that 
each would work in its proper place like 
the various wheels of a clock ? 

Arthur T. Pierson has said that there 
are tl•iree epochs in the history of the 
church. We are now in the second, or 
the epoch of organization. This is about 
coropleted, and the third is dawning — the 
age of the Spirit. With the hosts of 
Christ organized and trained and work : 
ing together, may we not Iook for his 
speedy coming. 

Some people, ot course, are opposed to 
anything new, and it takes about a gener- 
ation for a movement to permeate the 
masses, but God is training the young peo- 
ple of this generation for some great work 
in the new era before us. The Christian 
Endeavor movement is ihe only inter-de- 
nominational organization of young peo- 
ple. Our societies ought all be enrolled 
in it as our Naiional Conference has rec- 
ommended. There is an inspiration in 

ïlng at the front which is lost to thosc 
raggïrTfe^t the rear, ,J+n t& -àe kètp be- 
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